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Small Business and
Entrepreneur
Committee Hosts
“Positioning
Your Business
for Acquisition”
On Oct. 21, 2015, NVTC sponsored
a panel of experts to discuss the
topic Positioning your Business for
Acquisition. The panel included
Larry Davis, a partner in Aronson
Capital Partners; Dana Duffy, the
CFO of Invincea; Michael Pratt, serial
entrepreneur and managing partner
& co-founder of Select Venture
Partners LLC; and Mark Spoto,
managing director at Razor’s Edge
Ventures. The event was moderated
by Committee Chair Norm
Snyder, lead partner in Aronson’s
Technology Industry Services.
The panelists spoke to a number
of questions from the moderator
and members of the audience.
Topics included timing of selling a
business, including initial planning;
how to minimize due diligence
headaches; how to find potential
buyers and the need to find more
than one possible suitor; and
the characteristics of potential
acquisitions that potential buyers
typically consider. For more, visit
blog.nvtc.org to read “A Good
Company is Bought, Not Sold,”
where committee leader Norm
Snyder and his colleague Andrew
Newton provide an in-depth take on
the event.
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Sen. Tim Kaine Addresses NVTC Board

p From left: NVTC President and CEO Bobbie Kilberg, Sen. Tim Kaine, NVTC Chair Todd Stottlemyer of Inova
Center for Personalized Health, and NVTC Vice Chair Anne Altman of IBM Corporation.

Sen. Tim Kaine joined the NVTC Board of Directors on Sept. 15 at LMI in McLean for an
update on key legislative issues. During the
meeting, Kaine outlined five of his legislative
priorities, including the budget, “fast track”
trade authority, the Iran nuclear deal, cybersecurity, and career and technical education.
He also answered questions during a robust
Q&A session.
Kaine began his discussion by addressing
the federal budget, which expired at the end of
September. He believes that a two year budget
is desirable, and is possible with a strong compromise, much like the 2013 budget agreement
authored by Congressman Ryan and Senator
Murray. Although there have been murmurs of
a government shutdown, Kaine stated that the
Senate leadership does not believe a shutdown
is a solution and will expect to pass a continuing resolution before finalizing the budget by
the end of the year. It’s important, he said, that
the new budget appropriately meets government spending needs on priorities and challenges that have arisen since sequestration in
2011 and the 2013 budget.
In discussing his support of fast track trade
authority for the President, Sen. Kaine stated
that the United States “ought to have a leadership role” in writing trade rules, since they
will affect us even if we don’t participate in
the rule-making process. He argued that these
trade deals are particularly important for Virginia, given the large amount of trade that is
processed through Dulles Airport and the Port
of Virginia.
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On the Iran nuclear deal, Sen. Kaine expressed his belief that support of the deal is
about American global leadership. While
technically complicated and not without risk,
he believes the deal is a “tremendous improvement over the status quo.” Most importantly,
Sen. Kaine stated that America must show that
it has exhausted all possible diplomatic options
with Iran, in case force is needed in the future.
Kaine closed his remarks with a discussion
of cybersecurity and career and technical education, which are both of particular interest to
the technology community. He explained the
status of the current cybersecurity bill being
considered in the Senate, which he said was
focused primarily on information sharing. But
he believes that it is important to make sure
that the legislation is efficient and addresses
key private sector concerns before it is brought
to vote.
Sen. Kaine closed by addressing career and
technical education, an issue he has taken the
lead on in the Senate. He helped start the Senate Career and Technical Education Caucus to
focus on improving and strengthening access
to career and technical education to ensure
that students of all ages are prepared with the
skills they need for the jobs of the 21st century.
He argued that Virginia and the nation should
be focused on and supporting skills training,
not just degrees.
The meeting ended with a question and
answer session, in which Kaine primarily addressed cybersecurity and education issues.

